P AM-10

ALTA MODA Compressor/Limiter

Quick Start Guide

COMPRESSION - Outer knob, compression increases as knob is rotated clock-wise
LIMITER - Inner knob, limiting increases as knob is rotated clock-wise
Gain Reduction Meter - meters both comp and limiter sidechains

Limiter Release Timing - Three position toggle switch
Lower postion = fast
Mid. postion = medium
Upper postion = slow

/ Sidechain High-pass Filter - Three position toggle switch
Lower postion = Flat, no filter engaged
Mid. postion = 60Hz roll-off
©

Upper postion = 120Hz roll-off
IN/OUT/LINK - Three pos. toggle switch

Lower position = limiter engaged, stereo link engaged
Middle position = limiter OUT ( soft bypass)
Upper position = limiter IN, no linking

—— ATTACK/RELEASE - Inner knob = ATTACK Outer knob = RELEASE

FAST FLAT LINK
R © RELEASE sc.

OUTPUT METER - Monitors mix output level (both Effect and Dry signal levels)
"0" = +4dB

Lower postion = Auto Attack/Release engaged
Upper postion = Enables manual attack/release controls

Sidechain High-pass Filter - Three position toggle switch
Lower postion = Flat, no filter engaged
Mid. postion = 60Hz roll-off
Upper postion = 120Hz roll-off

3 % ATTACK/RELEASE - Two position toggle switch

IN/OUT/LINK - Three pos. toggle switch

3 © AUTO  FLAT il Lower position = Compressor engaged, stereo link engaged
AR e 5 Middle position = compressor OUT ( soft bypass)

N @ 0 o?é‘g Upper position = compressor IN, no linking
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. \\/ DRY LEVEL -Inner knob, dry signal level, range = OFF to +22dB

EFFECT LEVEL- Outer knob, controls output level of compressed signal
- ~ Range = OFF to 22dB

o WX 20 Centered = Unity gain
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P AM-10

ALTA MODA Compressor/Limiter

Stereo linking of the AM-10 Compressor/Limiter

Stereo Linking is accomplished by connecting a jumper cable between the RJ22
modular jacks located on the compressors’ pc boards. This cable carries two
separate signals — one for the compressor section and one for the limiter section.

Controls on both linked units should be closely matched, including filter and timing
settings. The limiter is a peak detecting side-chain, and the highest peak from
either channel will dominate gain reduction, controlling both linked units.

The compressor uses RMS detection to control gain reduction. The stereo link is
a sum of the scaled currents of both compressors. This is known as true power
summing. Compression levels should be set closely for best performance. When
one channel’s compression level is far higher than the other, it will dominate and
actually reduce the gain reduction on the linked channel.

One method for proper adjustment is to set one channel to compress as desired,
and then bring the second channel up to match gain reduction. If the first
channel’s gain reduction starts to decrease, than you've gone too far and need

to back off the control a bit. Once they are matched, the compressors will respond
equally to the summed control signal.
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